ESSAYS ON THE GITA

religious mind of India. We have also in the Ha
vansha an account of the life of Krishna, very evident
full of legends, which perhaps formed the basis of tJ
Puranic accounts.

But all this, though of considerable historic
importance, has none whatever for our present pi.
pose. We are concerned only with the figure of tl
divine Teacher as it is presented to us in the Gi
and with the Power for which it there stands in tl
spiritual illumination of the human being. The Gi
accepts the human A\atarhood: for the Lord spea
of the repeated, the constant5 manifestation of tl
Divine in humanity, when He the eternal Unboz
assumes by His Maya, by the power of the infmi
Consciousness to clothe itself apparently in finite form
the conditions of becoming which we call birth. Bi
it is not this upon which stress is laid, but on th
transcendent, the cosmic and the internal Divine ;

is on the Source of all things and the Master of a
and on the Godhead secret in man. It is this interns
divinity who is meant when the Gita speaks of th
doer of violent Asuric austerities troubling the Go
within or of the sin of those who despise the Divin.
lodged in the human body or of the same Godhea<
destroying our ignorance by the blazing lamp o
knowledge. It is then the eternal Avatar, this Go<
in man, the(divine Consciousness always present ii
the human being who manifested in a visible fom
speaks to the human soul in the Gita, illumines th<

s 'batwil me vyatltani janmani   ^ambhavdmi yuge yugc.
^  <          22